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February 09, 2026

The Ellettsville, Indiana Town Council met for a rescheduled meeting on Monday, February
09, 2026, at the Ellettsville Town Hall Meeting Room located at 1150 West Guy McCown
Drive. The meeting scheduled meeting January 26, 2026 was rescheduled due to weather.
Scott Oldham called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Jimmie Durnil, Town Marshal said a
word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Fire Chief Kevin Patton.

Roll Call: Members present were Scott Oldham — President, Dan Swafford — Vice President,
William Ellis, Trevor Sager and Pamela Samples attended by Zoom. Noelle Conyer, Clerk
Treasurer, Town Attorney Darla Brown, and Michael Farmer — Town Manager was also
present.

Supervisors Participating: Kevin Patton —Fire Chief, Jimmie Durnil — Town Marshal. Kip
Headdy - DPW Director, Denise Line, Planning Director and Jeff Farmer - Wastewater
supervisor.

Award Bid for Septic Receiving Station

Jeff Farmer, Wastewater Supervisor awarded the bid to the lowest bidder Eric Maston at
$57.830.00. Roll call vote: Scott Oldham — yes; Dan Swafford — yes: William Ellis — yes:
Trevor Sager — yes; Pamela Samples — yes. Motion carries.

Approval of the Minutes for the Regular meeting February 2, 2026
Minutes are not available. No vote.
Accounts Payable Vouchers and Payroll

Scott Oldham entertained a motion to pay Accounts Payable Vouchers and Payroll. Trevor
Sager so moved. Dan Swafford seconded. All in favor, motion carries.

Acknowledgement of TIF Management Report for 2025

Darla Brown, Town Manager explained this is a report that needs filed with the DLGF by
April 15" so Baker Tilly has passed this along to council for review and approval. At the
Redevelopment Commission meeting earlier this evening the commission board
acknowledged the report. Pamela Samples made a motion to approve the Acknowledgement
of TIF Management Report for 2025. Dan Swafford seconded. Roll call vote: Scott Oldham
— yes; Dan Swafford — yes: William Ellis — yes; Trevor Sager — yes; Pamela Samples — yes.
Motion carries.

Ordinance on First Reading
Ordinance 2026-3 Authorizing a Pilot Agreement Richland Senior Citizens Housing, Inc.

Carson Hayes thanked the board for their strong support over the years. He discussed the
success of Richland Senior Housing for the 62 and older community. Three years ago, they
renovated the existing units and constructed 50 new units opening on day one at 100%
occupancy. He explained that there is a high demand for this type of living and currently have
a two-year waiting list. They have decided to make an effort to build 55 more one-bedroom
apartments. These apartments are also income based and the rent is roughly 30% of their
adjusted income. The project is between 6 to 6 2 million-dollar project. He is currently
seeking local firms for economic development. Will Harris Builders will be the prime builder
on the project. They currently have two parcels of land that are property tax exempt because
Richland Senior Housing is S01C3 not for profit. In order to receive tax credits, which gives
them the equity and money to help construct this, it has to be a for profit entity, but no one is
getting profit. They are requesting from the Town through the TIF is to have property tax
exemption. It will not be any different than what it is now because the town is currently not
getting any taxes because it is by nonprofit but because it takes a for-profit entity to receive
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the tax credit, just like phase six. We would ask that you grant us this property tax exemption.
If granted. they will turn in the application in March and find out roughly July 1 and start
construction as quickly as possible for a completion date of 2027 first occupancy.

Ordinance on Second Reading
™ Ordinance 2026-02 Amending the Sewer Deposit Fee

Darla Brown, Town Attorney explained this was proposed at the last council meeting to
increase the sewer deposit fee for renters from $100 to $250.00. Council requested her to seek
other options. She emailed council a case from the Indiana Supreme Court and some relevant
statutes with regard to collection of unpaid sewer fees. Options are raising the deposit, filing
liens against the property when the sewer bill goes unpaid for more than 60 days, initiating
litigation and both litigation and filing a lien. Currently if there is an unpaid sewer fee, the
owner has to make good before a new renter is allowed to hook up the sewer. It then falls on
the property owner to collect from the previous renter who left the bill unpaid by collecting it
from a deposit or however he chooses. Jeff Farmer explained it hasn’t ever been a big
problem, but raising the deposit on the front end helps prevent having to force it back on the
property owner. The other issue is they are legally allowed to shut off water but not sewer so
often times tenants will pay for the water to prevent shut off but let the sewer go into arrears.
It was determined you cannot charge more than an average three-month bill for a deposit. 1t
was stated the average bill is $60.00 making it $180.00. There was a lot of confusion with
bills and what goes back on the owners. Owners can recoup money they are out with the initial

deposit to rent. There were some legitimate concerns and to meet in the middle Pamela
Samples made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-02 Amending the Sewer Deposit Fee from
$100 to $150. Dan Swafford seconded. Roll call vote: Scott Oldham — yes; Dan Swafford —
yes; William Ellis — no; Trevor Sager — yes; Pamela Samples — yes. Motion carries.

Appointing Redevelopment Commission Members

Scott Oldham asked council if they had any suggestions or anyone interested in it. Darla
Brown, Town Attorney stated they needed to re-appoint the current members and will still
have the vacancy from Tom Cornman. Terms need back dated to January 1%, 2026 to stay on
a schedule. Trevor Sager made a motion to re-appoint the following members retroactive
January 1'2026 to the Redevelopment Commission, Andrew Henry, Carl Thurman, William
Ellis and Trevor Sager. Pamela Samples seconded. Roll call vote: Scott Oldham — yes; Dan
Swafford — yes; William Ellis — yes; Trevor Sager — yes: Pamela Samples — yes. Motion
carries.

Privilege of the Floor

Valerie Dewar, Ellettsville United Methodist Church thanked the Street Department for a
speedy plowing of a street that is between properties for a church event. They do a wonderful
job in the Town. She also serves on Ellettsville Chamber of Commerce and they saw
marvelous work from the Town Council being very sensitive to forward thinking for our town

and very cautious at what that would do to any monies or any efforts of people so she thanked
them for that and look forward to an exciting 2026.

Supervisor comments

Michael Farmer, Town Manager stated there is a Reorganization Meeting on February 18" at
6:00 pm and ends at 6:50 due to the Fire Territory hearing at 7:00 in the same building and same
room. There is information on the website and social media explaining about what we are doing
with the reorganization. We need community input.

Jimmie Durnil, Town Marshall was happy to announce the swearing in for their new canine,
Frank. Frank is an electronic sniffing canine and while at the swearing in he gave a short
demonstration.
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Denise Line. Planning Director stated that there is a Planning and Zoning sub-committee
meeting on February 17" at 6:00 at Town Hall.

Noelle Conyer, Clerk Treasurer explained the State Board of Account had the entrance
interview for her State Board of Accounts audit. They are currently auditing 2022, 2023 and
2024. It should be completed towards the end of February, beginning of March. She is also
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working on the annual Financial report that will be available for review. It has to be submitted
February 28". Her goal is to have it to the Town council and the Town Manager by the 231
of February.

Council Comments

Scott Oldham inquired about the Fire Territory meetings upcoming. Meetings are February
18", 25" at 7:00 pm at Town Hall March 11" and 25" at 7:00 pm at Town Hall.

Scott Oldham adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m.

Scott Oldham, President Dan Swafford. Vice President

William Ellis Pamela Samples
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Trevor Sager Noelle M. Conyer Clerk -Treasurer




