ORDINANCE 2026-13

AN ORDINANCE ADDING A NEW SECTION TO THE ELLETTSVILLE TOWN
CODE ALLOWING THE USE OF UTILITY TASK VEHICLES ON ROADS LOCATED
WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE TOWN

WHEREAS, the Ellettsville Town Council has jurisdiction over roads, rights-of-way, and
easements within the corporate limits of the Town pursuant to Ind. Code § 14-16-1-22; and

WHEREAS, a number of citizens have expressed a desire to operate Utility Task Vehicles
(“UTVs”) on the Town’s roadways; and

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest to establish reasonable rules for the operation of said
vehicles along Town roadways.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF

ELLETTSVILLE, INDIANA that a new section be added to Title VII, Chapter 71 of the
Ellettsville Town Code regarding the use of UTVs to read as follows:

TITLE VII TRAFFIC CODE

CHAPTER 71 TRAFFIC RULES

Regulation of Operation of Utility Task Vehicles on Town Roads

Section 71.20
Definitions

For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning:

Driver’s license is a valid license to operate a motor vehicle issued by Indiana or any
other state.

Financial responsibility is liability insurance coverage on a Utility Task Vehicle in an
amount not less than required under Indiana law for motor vehicles operated on public
highways in the State of Indiana.

Operate means to exercise any control over the function or movement of a UTV.
Town street shall mean the entire width between the boundary lines of every way

publicly maintained when any part of the way is open to the use of the public for
purposes of vehicular traffic within the corporate limits of the Town of Ellettsville. The



term includes but is not limited to streets, alleys, roads, highways, and thoroughfares.
The term “Town street” does not include state or federal highways.

UTV means a large, off-road vehicle with side-by-side seating arrangements. To qualify
as a UTV for the purposes of this Ordinance, the vehicle must meet the following

requirements:
i. Be larger than fifty (50) inches, but less than eighty (80) inches in width
when measured from outside of tire rim to outside of tire rim;
ii. Be designed for travel on at least four (4) non-highway or off-highway
tires;
iii. Have the ability to operate at twenty-five (25) miles per hour or greater;

iv. Be equipped with the following operable equipment: (a) safety seat belts
for driver and all passengers; (b) either side mirror or a rear-view mirror;
(c) traditional steering wheel as typically found in a standard car or truck
(d) two headlights; (¢} two turn signals; and (f) at least one brake light;
and
\2 Be designed to and capable of carrying two (2) or more passengers
(including the operator) in a side-by-side seating arrangement.
All-terrain vehicles (“ATV’s”), 3-wheelers, 4-wheelers, goif carts, and slow-moving
vehicles are not considered as UTVs for the purposes of this Ordinance.
Section 71.21
Operation of UTVs
The operation of a UTV within the Town on a Town street is strictly prohibited unless the
UTV is operated and equipped in full compliance with this Ordinance. The owner of a UTV
shall not allow or authorize its operation in violation of this chapter.
Section 71.22
Registration with the State of Indiana
All UTVs operating within the Town must be registered with the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles.
Section 71.23

Time of Operation

No UTV shall be operated on any Town streets between one-half (1/2) hour after sunset



and one-half (1/2) hour before sunrise, unless the UTV is equipped with two (2) operating
headlights (one on each side of the front of the UTV), and two operating tail lights (one on each
side of the rear of the UTV), all of which are visible from a distance of at least five hundred feet
(500).
Section 71.24

Place of Operation

UTVs may be operated on Town streets. UTVs may not be operated sidewalks,
greenway trails or pathways, bicycle paths, parks and nature preserves where the publics’ use of
a motor vehicle is not permitted, federal highways, or on State Road 46 except to cross the
highway at an intersection in a path ninety (90) degrees to the highway when said operation can
be done safely.
Section 71.25

Occupants

The number of occupants in a UTV shall be limited to the number of persons for whom
factory seating is installed and provided on the UTV. The operator and all occupants shalil be
seated in the UTV and no parts of the bodies of the operator or any occupant shall extend outside
the perimeter of the UTV while the UTV is being operated.
Section 71.26

Operator

Only persons over sixteen (16) years of age and holding a valid driver’s license may
operate a UTV.
Section 71,27

Traffic Rules

The operator of a UTV shall comply with all traffic rules and regulations adopted by the
State of Indiana and the Town which govern the operation of motor vehicles.



Section 71.28

Financial Responsibility

The owner of a UTV shall maintain liability insurance specifically covering the operation
of the UTV on a public street. Any operator of a UTV shall carry on his or her person any

registration required under Ind. Code § 14-16-1 et seq. and the certificate of insurance required
under this chapter for the UTV being operated.

Section 71.29

ATYV and Golf Cart Prohibition

ATVs, 3-wheelers, 4-wheelers, slow moving vehicles and golf carts are not considered
UTVs and may not be operated on Town streets. For the purposes of this Ordinance, ATV shall

have the definition as assigned to it by Ind. Code § 14-8-2-5.7, and Golf Cart shall have the
definition as assigned to it by Ind. Code § 14-8-2-116.5.

Section 71.29
Penalty
Any person found to be in violation of this Ordinance is subject to the following fines:
First offense: Twenty-five dollars ($25.00)

Second offense: Fifty dollars ($50.00)
Third offense and each offense thercafter:  One Hundred dollars ($100.00)

In addition, court costs in the amount that the same now exists, or may hereafter be
determined by ordinance or statute. An owner, lessee or operator may be cited to appear in a
court of competent jurisdiction by issuance of an Indiana Uniform Traffic ticket.

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage, approval, and
publication according to Indiana Law.

This Ordinance was passed, approved, and adopted by the Ellettsville Town Council, at
the Ellettsville Town Hall, on the 14" day of September, 2026




ELLETTSVILLE TOWN COUNCIL

.

Scott Oldham, President

ATTEST:

Noeile Conyer, Clerk- ! reasureri'

This Ordinance was published in the Bloomington Herald Times
on l

onyer, Clerk-Treasdrer




